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Fort Portal Circular hike 

The hike starts from Gardens Restaurant opposite Mpanga market. They serve excellent coffee and juices 

- helpfull refreshments before starting the hike. One could start from other points, particularly from any 

of the main tarmac roads going out of town, where the hike crosses. Take a motorcycle taxi and explain 

the driver a nearby place mentioned in this guide. There are also multiple optional side activities listed. If 

one takes long breaks or does some of the side activities one can easily fill a day. 

Total distance is 12.6 km, which could take you about 3.5 hours at a gentle pace, without interruptions 

(average of 3.7 km per hour).  

1. Leaving the parking lot from Gardens Restaurant, turn right passing Gardens washing bay. 

Immediately, after the washing bay turn right. Walk along the tarmac road bending left passing through 

the lively Kabundaire market area. The road ends in a T-junction after 500 meter and 10 minutes walking. 

Turn left and walk for about 100 meter. You reach again the main road leading out of town west to Saaka 

campus of Mountains of the Moon University.  

2. Cross the road towards the compound of the Rwenzori Islamic school with a prominent mosque and 

its name mentioned on the signboard. Right of its fence look for the trail ascending the elevated 

embankment going up the hill, parallel with Saaka road. You will reach a murram road branching left. 

Take this road and descend. On your left is the Mpanga river valley. After 200 meter, find a foot trail on 

the right that goes steep straight up the hill for 50 meters. You arrive besides Fort Breeze hotel on Saaka 

road after 17 minutes (1 km). Cross Saaka road and take the murram road with the Seventh Day Adventist 

Church on the right corner plot. 

3. After a short while, you will pass Fort Fun City hotel, special for its commercial playground for kids. 

There are views of the wetland. Cross the wetland and turn right at the T-Junction with a tarmac road, 

after 25 minutes (1.5 km) in total.  This road circles below Boma residential and administrative area. The 

wooden building on stilts you might see rising above the trees is Delhi Gardens restaurant specialising in 

Indian food. After 300 meter, look for a small trail to the left. After a short distance, you will reach a wider 

dirt read, with on the left corner Police Boma Canteen.   

4. Turn right on the dirt road and continue through the Police compound. The basic old metallic 

structures are called uniports and can be seen all over Uganda in police offices. When you reach the 

tarmac road, continue straight, crossing the T-junction walking on the left of the road, passing on the 

side of the Municipal Council Offices. At the signboard of the Directorate of Public Prosecutions, turn 

right. You have walked now 2 km (34 minutes).  

5. Turn right sloping down on a quiet tarmac road with on the left a large eucalyptus tree plantation, 

forming part of Tooro Botanical Gardens. On the elevated right hand side, one can see the tops poking 

out of some of the Tee boxes belonging to Tooro golf court. This is followed on the right by the aged 

offices of the Uganda National Roads Agency (UNRA). Look for the foot trail on the left opposite the 

main entrance of the UNRA office, descending into the eucalyptus plantation after 45 minutes and 2.7 

km.  

6. Keep following the trail slowly descending, ignoring other trails crisscrossing the eucalyptus plantation. 

Enter the wetland and cross over the rivulet by the two wooden poles forming a bridge. Continue 

walking to reach the back entrance road of Tooro Botanical Gardens. Turn right to reach the tarmac road 

at 50 minutes. 
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7. This is the busy Fort Portal - Kampala road. Turn right. After about 20 meter, one can see a tree with 

white numbers painted on its trunk. Cross here the road and descend the embankment on the right hand 

side of the first tree after the tree with the painted letters. You reach a faint foot trail in the lower-lying 

Mpanga river valley, used for tree nurseries. Follow the trail for about 30 meter to the footbridge over 

the river. Cross the river and continue along the foot trail in the idyllic green river valley.  Ascend the hill 

following the trail between the natural fences dividing the meadows. Upon reaching the first house on 

the left, follow the foot trail left for about 50 meters. On this section, one can see in the distance 

Kyaninga Crater hill. Upon reaching the dirt road where a car can pass, turn right and follow for the road 

for 50 meter until you see a small signboard of ‘Hills of Hope Training Institute’. Turn right following the 

dirt road for another 200 meter. One reaches a wider murram road, with a large signboard of ‘Hills of 

Hope Training Institute’. Total distance is 4.1 km and time is 70 minutes. 

(Note: During the rainy season, Mpanga River sometimes floods and one cannot pass the footbridge. In this 

case, reverse on the Kampala road, passing the exit of Tooro Botanical Garden for a total of 650 meter, 

where there is a larger bridge crossing Mpanga river, with signboards to New Fort View Guesthouse and 

Raca Resort. Turn right, walk for 600 meter. At the first junction with Raca Resort situated diagonally on the 

left, turn right again for 300 meter until you reach a large signboard of “Hills of Hope Training Institute on 

the right, where you join the regular hike, starting from # 8)  

Side activity 1. Raca Resort is popular for swimming. There is a kiddie pool and a large deep pool. They 

charge a nominal fee and rent out swimming suits and towels. There are no lifeguards. During the week, 

there are few people, while weekend afternoons, especially if it is sunny weather, it gets only slightly busy. 

Most afternoons a dj plays loud Ugandan hits. They serve cold chicken and chips. To go to Raca Resort turn 

left from the ‘Hills of Hope Institute’ signboard for about 300 meter. There are plenty of signboards of 

Raca.  

8. From the Hills of Hope Institute signboard, turn right along the murram road towards Fort Portal town. 

After about 100 meter turn left, where there is a tall mobile phone antenna in the corner plot. The road 

leads to Bukwali village. It is a peri-urban area with scattered houses. You might notice sometimes a 

lovely church on top of a hill. It is the St. Andrews Ihani Church of Uganda Parish church. At the 4-road 

junction after 800 meters cross the road and continue for another 250 meter.  At the next 3-road 

junction, turn left and continue for 450 meters to reach another 4-way junction. Cross the junction and 

continue for 700 meter to reach the Fort Portal - Kamwenge tarmac road. This is after 6.4 km and 1 hour 

and 46 minutes of walking. You are in Harubaho village.   

9. Cross the tarmac road diagonally leftwards towards a short row of shops, one of them being St. Jude’s 

Clinic. At the first murram road, turn right. Walk for 350 meter, reaching a junction with an Adventist 

Church in front of you.   

Side activity 2. If you turn left instead of right, you will see direct in front St. Andrews Ihani Church. The road 

to the church is 800 meter with finally a steep climb. There are fine views all around.  

10. At the Adventist Church, turn right.  It is a long straight section of 2 km lasting 35 minutes with in the 

beginning a lovely green environment with few houses. In the latter part on your left, you pass Kalya 

Courts hotel. Its green garden is popular for functions. The restaurant serves a Western menu. On this 

section, there are fine views of the royal palace on the right on top of a hill. You reach a 4-way junction, 

with one tarmacked road after 8.7 km and 2 hours and 25 minutes walking. 
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Side activity 3. Turning left at the 4-way junction brings you to Mucwa, the parliament building of Tooro 

Kingdom. It is a huge grey, English manor type of building. It now houses the Fort Portal campus of 

Uganda Martyrs University and might be converted into a hotel. You can walk freely around the grounds. 

Side activity 4. Going straight from the 4-way junction leads you to the Catholic Church compound called 

Virika. Virika refers to the snow on the top of the Rwenzori Mountains that was observed in the early 20 th 

century, before the current climate change.  A missionary station was founded here in 1885 by Fr. Augustine 

Achte, who introduced the Catholic faith in Tooro. He belonged to the Missionaries of Africa, also known as 

White Fathers and was commonly known in Tooro as Pere Akiti. Many from the order followed. Pere Akiti 

was born at Warhem near Dunkerque in French Flanders, France. In the same era, the Church Missionary 

Society (CMS) missionaries established an Anglican mission at Kabarole Hill.  

At the end of the road is Virika Cathedral, the main point of interest. On 20 March 1966, an earthquake hit 

the Rwenzori region. The epicentre was at the North end of the Rwenzori Mountains. 150 people died, over 

1,300 were injured, and over 6,000 houses destroyed. It was the most disastrous earthquake in the recent 

history of Uganda. 

The old Virika Cathedral made of sun-dried bricks was badly damaged and had to be pulled down. As 

replacement, the modern 70’s style ‘circular’ building was constructed, a style copied in some Catholic 

Churches in the region. A low fence in front of the office behind the cathedral contains Fr. Augustine Achte’s 

name.  

11. From the 4-way junction turn right and continue for 50 meters to reach the busy tarmacked Fort 

Portal - Kasese road. Cross the Fort Portal - Kasese road and walk right. At the first junction with a 

murram road turn left. There is a large carpentry at the corner and a petrol station opposite. The murram 

road circles around the hill with the Tooro Royal Palace on top. There are majestic views of the Rwenzori 

Mountains lording over the countryside. After 1.4 km and 20 minutes, you reach a junction with a sharp 

corner with the signboards of RIC-NET NGO and Palace Motel, pointing to a road going left. Take this 

lower situated road, bending by Palace Motel and reach after 650 meter the Fort Portal - Bundibugyo 

tarmac road. Total distance is 11 km and 3 hours walking. 

12. You are now in Kisenyi, a lively industrial area of town. Turn left and cross the river. At the first 

junction, turn right on a murram road, after the tall new mosque. Go up the hill for 300 meter, passing 

many timber businesses. On the left is Giraffe View, a well-known bar for its pork and Premier League 

football games shown on a large screen. At the 4-way junction on top of the hill, turn right on the 

murram road. Walk for another 800 meter along the murram road with a few places offering views over 

Fort Portal town. At the end of the road, you will cross Mpanga River and reach again Fort Portal - Saaka 

road near the National Water and Sewerage office. Turn right and walk for 500 meters along a busy area 

with many car repair workshops and spare part shops to reach again Gardens restaurant. Close the 

circular hike after 12.6 km and 3 hours and 25 minutes. 

The map of the hike can also be found at www.plotaroute.com/route/683749  
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